Related literature
For background to 1H-benzimidazole-5,6-dicarboxylate complexes and for related structures, see: Gao et al. 
Experimental
Crystal data [Ce(C 9 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Fig. 2) . In the crystal, intermolecular O-H···O and N-H···O hydrogen bonds connect the polymer layers into a three-dimensional network.
A mixture of Ce 2 O 3 (0.4 mmol), H 2 L (0.4 mmol), acetic acid (0.4 mmol) and water (13 ml) was added in a 25 ml teflonlined stainless container, which was heated at 453 K for 3 days. After cooling to room temperature, colorless crystals were recovered by filtration.
Refinement
H atoms bonded to N and O atoms were located in difference Fourier maps and refined with isotropic displacement parameters. H atoms bonded to C atoms were placed in calculated positions and included in the refinement using a riding-model approximation [C-H = 0.93-0.96 with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) or 1.5U eq (C methyl ). The ′SIMU 0.5 0.5 3.8 $C′ instruction in SHELXL (Sheldrick, 2008) was used to restrain the anisotropic displacement parameters of the C atoms.
Computing details
Data collection: APEX2 ( ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. The number of independent reflections and the number of reflections used in the refinement are not the same,because we used 'omit -3 50′ to enhance the ′_diffrn_measured_fraction_theta_full′. 
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (

